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Pastor’s Pen 

If I were to ask you, “What is the best part of worship?”, what would you say? Some might say the music.  
Some might say the sermon. Some might say the Lord’s Supper. There would be a host of answers. But I would be 
surprised if anyone said “The Prayer of Confession and The Assurance of Pardon”. Yet over the last week, I have 
had different conversations about this important and life giving part of worship. 

It started with a conversation with a bunch of pastors. We were talking about joy in worship and the question 
was asked, “Why is there not more joy in worship?” The suggestion was made that the most joyous part of the 
worship service should be the Assurance of Pardon when we say together, “In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!” One 
pastor lamented we just kind of mumble our way through it with no emotion, when we are in reality proclaiming 
the heart of the gospel. Forgiveness of sins comes to us through Jesus Christ. When we say we are forgiven it 
means that all that stuff of the week where we should have been better is gone or all of the things we beat our-
selves up about are removed. When we say we are forgiven it reminds us that we are the recipients of grace. In 
Christ, as scripture tells us, “The old life is gone, let the new life begin!” We are washed, our hearts refreshed, 
our parched souls given a drink from the waters of life. That sounds like really good news to me. But is it good 
enough to make us want to shout out “IN JESUS CHRIST WE ARE FORGIVEN!”? 

It is to be a defining moment in worship. In our Book of Common Worship one option is to sing the Gloria  
Patri after the assurance. “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is 
now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.” We sing to the glory of God for we are the undeserving 
recipients of God’s grace restoring us to the beginning when sin did not rule our hearts and minds. We sing be-
cause we are the undeserving recipients of new life and are reminded of the kingdom that is to come where sin 
and death have no power. The Gloria Patri reminds us that nothing can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. It makes a person want to shout, “AMEN!” 

Apparently we as the church haven’t done a good enough job of conveying the great joy and peace that 
can come through confessing our sins and receiving the assurance that we are forgiven of all sin. In our conversa-
tion it was pointed out there is a trend that churches are no longer including confession in worship. For churches 
trying to attract new seekers of faith, the reason is that confession of sin will scare away potential new members 
from seeking Jesus because they don’t want to think that they need forgiveness. They don’t want to think about 
the things they need forgiveness for in their lives. I had a woman at a previous congregation a few years ago 
tell me that if we ever included a prayer of confession she was walking out and not coming back. She was a nice 
woman and very faithful, but for some reason confessing sins upset her. She never said why, just that if the 
prayer was in worship, she wouldn’t be. Another attitude is that why would people want to come to church and 
be told how bad they are when the world is pretty good telling me of my shortcomings already. 



 
But what if a new person came into our sanctuary and saw and heard great joy at the announcement 

that we are forgiven, would that make a difference in their lives if they saw followers of Jesus grateful 
and joyful as they proclaim the news of grace and mercy through Christ? What if someone who struggled 
with God’s love for them came and saw a group of Presbyterians finding joy and peace through the act of 
confessing sins and being assured of forgiveness?  What if by our response to God’s assurance we lifted 
up a great Hallelujah to God in joy because we have thought about what we are doing in confession and 
the great gift of mercy we all receive in that time of prayer? God answers our humble prayer, “Forgive us, 
O God.”  

During our reflection, the pastors in the group read Psalm 51. By tradition it is understood that it was 
written by King David after he was caught in his sordid actions involving Bathsheba and Uriah (see 2 Sam-
uel 11:1-12:11). Psalm 51 is the expression of his own confession of sin. Reflect on the words of these se-
lected verses: 

 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me, 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned… 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit… 
 

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you…  
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance… 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

 

David was one who fell short. But David confessed his sins with a humble heart. He sought forgiveness. 
He sought cleansing of his heart and the Spirit of God to help him in his weakness. David knew in God’s 
mercy there exists a joy in salvation. It is a joy that makes him sing praises to God. It is a joy that will draw 
and teach others that indeed God is loving, and merciful and quick to forgive. 

So here is the challenge for worship. Let’s make our Prayer of Confession and the Assurance of Pardon 
a time of good news and great joy. Think seriously about the grace we all need in our lives for Paul is 
right…”all fall short of the glory of God.” Come before God with a contrite heart. Believe the good news 
of the gospel and with great joy proclaim it as we announce, “IN JESUS CHRIST WE ARE FORGIVEN. 
AMEN (meaning Let it be so.). 

There is one last thing to do. Let the peace of Christ be with you for the rest of the worship service. It 
will change your worship and change your lives. See you on Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Give Thanks 
Gratitude is an important way of life. If you are looking for ways to say thanks during the month 

of November, we still have the 30 Days to a More Grateful Life booklet on our website 
www.firstpresjefferson.org 



 

 

Stated Session Minutes of October 19, 2016 from Regular Meeting  
 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednes-
day, October 19, 2016 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Kathi Florea, Tom Heater, Wayne Laut-
ner, Doug Monaghan, Bill Monroe, Shirley Stapleton and Larry Thomsen. Excused was Loel Larson. Ab-
sent were Donna Carhill and Cara Reedy. Also present was Youth Coordinator Wendy Pittman. A quo-
rum was present. 
 

7:00-7:25 p.m. Opening Worship and Elements 
 
7:30 p.m. Consent Agenda and Discussion 
 

The following Consent Agenda was reviewed. 
 

Approval of Stated Minutes from September 27, 2016 
 

Old Business 
 

Average attendance September 2016 – 80 and September 2015 – 73 
90 were served communion at the October 2 regular worship service 
Haddie Louise Healy was baptized on October 16, 2016 
Congregational Meeting to elect officers will be October 23, 2016 
 

Pastor’s Report 
Activity Report 
Will lead services on October 23 at Regency Park at 2:00 p.m. and at GCMC Long Term Care at 

3:00 p.m. 
Motions offered by Teams 

Property and Finance-Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay current bills for September 
 

Approval of Ministry Team Reports 
 

Worship Ministry Team Donna & Bill 
No report 

 

TEAM Mission Ministry Team Loel 
No report– Did not meet in October 
Team is working on long range proposals to update the technology in the sanctuary 

 

Stewardship Ministry Team Doug & Kathi 
No report 
 

Property & Finance Ministry Team Tom &Larry 

-The treasurer’s report shows a total asset balance of $72,407.62 on September 30, 2016. 
-It was approved to accept the treasurer’s report and to pay the current bills.  
-Bill Hammel has agreed to do our snow removal again this year. 
-The AED has been mounted in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Spiritual Growth Ministry Team Cara 
-Basement Dream Plan: Carpet has been installed. We need to think about fundraising again. 
-Through 2016, all funds collected through SS Mission will be designated for Pine Ridge. 
-Be watching for information on a family game night.   
 

Congregational Life  Ministry Team Wayne & Shirley 
No report 



 
 

Stated Session Minutes of  October continued 
 
 

 

Personnel-No report 
 
Governance-No report 
 
Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval 

The nomination of Larry Thomsen as our delegate for the November 6 Presbytery meeting at Maxwell  
was approved. 

The recommendation from the Nominating Committee to have the Governance Committee activate to 
review a possible by-laws change to allow elders and deacons the opportunity to serve two-three 
years terms consecutively was approved. 

 
New Business 

Communion Servers for November 6: Wayne, Larry, Bill and Shirley 
 

Nominating Committee 
 

Elders:     Class of 2017 (1 year): Galen Dayton 
 Class of 2018 (2 years): LeAnn Monaghan 
 Class of 2019 (3 years): Cheryl Nailor 
   
Deacons:  Class of 2018 (2 years): Pat Miller 
  Class of 2019 (3 years): Shirley Danielson, Melinda Heater, Wayne Lautner 
 
Nominating Committee at Large Class of 2017: Billie Jo Hoskins, Bill Monroe, Mike Mumma 

 

Discussion of continuing dialogue with the Grand Junction and Paton Presbyterian Churches concerning 
possibly sharing services/staff at some point in the future. It was decided to hold three “Larger 
Parish Listening Sessions” with our congregation and Session members on the following dates: 

Sunday, October 30 at 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, November 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, November 13 at 4:00 p.m. 

All are invited to talk and discuss pros and cons of such sharing. 
 

Prescott/Morlan Wedding-Saturday, November 5 
 

Discussion of Monthly Topic-Congregational Life Ministry Team 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website 
 

http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm 



 
 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
November 6 

Remember to turn your clocks back one 

hour on Saturday night, November 5. 

 
 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
National Collection Week-

November 14-21 
Operation Christmas Child is a pro-
ject of Samaritan’s Purse, an inter-

national Christian relief and evangelism organization 
headed by Franklin Graham. The mission of Operation 
Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangi-
ble way to children in need around the world, and to-
gether with the local church worldwide, to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. Since 1993, Operation 
Christmas Child has collected and delivered more than 
135 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children in more than 
150 countries and territories. For many of these children, 
the gift-filled shoebox is the first gift they have ever re-
ceived. 

Can you believe that it is already time to start think-
ing about this opportunity?! Youth Force will participate 
in this activity on November 16.  This would be a fabu-
lous inter-generational activity. Please join us to shop 
with a Youth Force member! National Collection Week is 
November 14-21. Be watching for inserts coming soon! 
For more information go to http://
www.samaritanspurse.org 

 
 

 

 
 

Ecumenical  

Thanksgiving Service 

Sunday, November 20  
 

The Greene County Clergy Association is sponsoring 
an ecumenical Thanksgiving service on Sunday, Novem-
ber 20 at 6:00 p.m. Central Christian Church of Jeffer-

son will host the service this year.   
 

Psalm 95:1-6 - O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; 
Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. Let us 
come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout 
joyfully to Him with psalms. For the LORD is a great God, 
And a great King above all gods, In whose hand are the 
depths of the earth; The peaks of the mountains are His 
also. The sea is His, for it was He who made it; And His 
hands formed the dry land. Come, let us worship and bow 
down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

The Church of the Damascus Road 
Prison Ministry in Fort Dodge 

Worship-November 30 
 

On the fifth Wednesday of every month, our 
church has the opportunity to worship with The Church 
of the Damascus Road at the Fort Dodge Correc-
tional Facility. 

“Your presence at worship is a witness to the in-
mates that there are people on the ‘outside’ who 
care about the people on the ‘inside’”. 

To be able to attend, you must be 18 years or 
older; you will need a photo ID such as a driver’s li-
cense, documentation of your Social Security number, 
abide by the dress code (no sandals, denim, skirts, 
etc.), and carry no money in. 

A list of those attending must be provided at 
least one week prior to the visit. It must include first 
and last names, phone numbers, Social Security num-
bers, and dates of birth. 

The next worship opportunity is Wednesday, No-
vember 30. If you would like to go or have ques-
tions, please let Wendy know by Tuesday, Novem-
ber 22. We will leave from the church at 5:00 p.m. 
Please contact Wendy Pittman if you are interested. 
If you have questions, you may also contact Wayne 
Lautner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salvation Army Bell Ringers 

Volunteers are needed to serve as Salvation 
Army Bell Ringers on Saturday, December 3 from 9-
5 p.m. at Fareway. The shifts are one hour long, but 
you may sign up for more than one shift. We will 
need to fill 8 one-hour slots. Sign-up sheets are in the 
narthex. Your time will be appreciated. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to participate in Christian Educa-
tion classes! Sunday morning Christian Education is 
taught in a unique way in order to meet the needs of 

all ages. Options for classes are listed below: 

*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-4 grades, 9:00-10:00 Sun-

day mornings 

*TWEENS:  5th-8th grades, 9:00-10:00 Sunday 

mornings 

*HIGH SCHOOL: 9-12th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sun-

day mornings. 

*ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 2 classes offered, 

9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings 

Sunday School Mission Update 
When you give an offering at Sunday school, 

you help! If you have suggestions, please see a com-
mittee member (Donna Carhill, Roger Olhausen, 
Carla Haupert, Cara Reedy, Wendy Pittman.) Our 
offering this year has been sent to the Pine Ridge 

Reservation to help support art in the schools. 

North Central Iowa Presbytery has a Mission and 
Ministry Team that has funds to distribute because 
churches like ours donate to the Presbytery yearly.  
Saturday, October 22, over 25 presentations were 
given to request the use of around $70,000 of funds 
in 2017. Money was requested for mission projects  
like the Lakeshore Center, orphanages in other coun-
tries, mission trips to Haiti, clean water for South Su-
dan, shoes for school children, and youth centers. Last 
year, we received funds to help bring speaker, 
Aaron Thomas to Greene County. This year, we re-
quested funds for our Pine Ridge mission  
trip. The Presbytery's Mission & Ministry team has 
quite the job to consider how to distribute funds 

among these amazing mission projects. 

 

 

Good Evening Friends and Relatives, here are some 
pictures of my students’ beadwork projects from the last 
academic school year. I meant to post these a long time 
ago to share with all those who support art in schools. My 
students this year are already looking forward to bead-
ing their own projects. The majority of students enjoy 
beading, it's seems to have some therapeutic value as it 
allows them to calm down their spirits and focus on some-
thing they like to do. I hope you enjoy these pictures as I 
am very proud of the work they do. Stay tuned for some 
exciting developments in a new flute program I am imple-
menting into my classes, thanks to a generous donation of 
flutes to our school from Mr. Ken Morgan, it's going to be 
awesome!! Toksa Ake. (I’ll see you again) 
-Will Peters 
 
PENCILS NEEDED Pam Clemons no-
ticed a need when they were at 
Pine Ridge in September. Will  
Peters’ class needed pencils. To 
date, we have collected 90 pencils 
to be sent to Pine Ridge. We will 
leave the shoebox out in case you still want to donate.   
 
 
PARTNERING WITH THE REZ… 

A trip to Pine Ridge is scheduled for April 22, 2017-
April 27, 2017. Space will be limited.  

 
 
 
 
 

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  
*WE INVITE PEOPLE TO FAITH  
*TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST  
*AND SEND US TO LOVE, SERVE,  
AND FOLLOW CHRIST  

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 



 

 

 

 

 

Shake and Dump Maneuver  
     How many of you have ever experienced something other than a foot or sock in your shoe? When we used to 
keep our chore boots in the basement, you better believe that I checked for spiders and mice back in the day. For 
your information, the proper technique consists of a good shake and dump maneuver before ever sticking your foot 
inside the boot.  
    Currently, my morning routine consists of waking up and working out. I work out in our basement, and I have a 
pair of shoes sitting by the bottom of the steps designated specifically for exercising there. I don’t know if I am too 
tired or just plain lazy, but I certainly don’t complete the shake and dump sequence each morning that was vital in 
years past. (I am sure you can imagine where this is going.) 
    A while ago, my alarm went off and I headed downstairs, I slipped on my shoes, and began working out to fit-
ness blender, an exercise program on YouTube.  Usually a wrinkled sock is enough to pause the work out routine; 
sometimes any excuse will do to slow down. However, this particular day, I was determined to stick with it. A little 
wrinkled sock wouldn’t slow me down and I kept on exercising. I don’t know if curiosity got the best of me or I just 
got tired, but I finally decided to stop long enough to fix my sock. To my surprise, my sock wasn’t wrinkled at all. 
After further examination and executing the shake and dump maneuver, I realized a cricket had been in my shoe 
the...entire….time!  
     Sure, I was grossed out, but I want you to know that I put that shoe back on and continued with my work out like 
nothing happened and that is where this story connects to our faith. This story is a fabulous metaphor for moving for-
ward in strength, overcoming, and pushing through. And if you can do that, great-go for it! However; sometimes the 
shake and dump maneuver is just not going to cut it. We cannot pull ourselves up by our boot straps, maybe we 
have a hard time moving forward, or we don’t feel like putting our socks back on and continuing. Perhaps life is too 
hard or circumstances are too much and that is the point where we need to rely totally on God. Psalm 121 gives us 
words for those difficult times in life.  
 

1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The Lord watches over you— 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord will keep you from all harm— 
    he will watch over your life; 
8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and forevermore. 

 

     And so, the next time you find something in your shoe, complete the shake and dump maneuver (or don’t). Either 
way, please remember to rely on God 
 
 



             Youth Force   
6:00 –6:30 Youth Force Meal 

6:30-7:30 Youth Force Meeting (5th-12th grades)  
 

      Youth Force is a small, but mighty group! They really “get after it” when tasks are at hand! To 
begin this month, the basement needed to be prepared for the new carpet. That included moving 
furniture and tearing out the old! With the help of several folks, the work was done in an hour. As 
the old saying goes, “Many hands make light work.” A special thank you is given to adult helpers: 

Larry Thomsen, Wayne and Jean Taylor, Wayne Lautner, Steve and Carla Haupert, Roger Olhausen, Donna 
Carhill, Bill and Martha Monroe.   

The following week, Emily Gannon joined us to speak about priorities. It is pretty special to have former 
Youth Force members join us and share their life stories and faith journeys with us!  

A special thank you is given to Bill and Martha Monroe, Cheryl Nailor, Cara Reedy, and Bev Hoyt for pro-
viding meals for Youth Force.  
 

Mark your calendars and consider joining Youth Force if any of the following opportunities intrigue you: 
 

NOVEMBER 2: Kim Meyer; Praying in Color 
Ben Campbell Johnson writes, "Prayer is simply the greatest resource of the church." Kim Meyer will lead us in 

a time of Praying in Color. There are workshops and a book by this same title. It is a unique and interesting way 
to stay focused and connect with God.  
 

NOVEMBER 9: To be determined 
 

NOVEMBER 16: Operation Christmas Child (OCC) 
We will shop at Dollar General for items for the Christmas boxes and package them when we return to the 

church. This would be a fabulous inter-generational activity. Please join us to shop with a Youth Force member! 
See article for more information about OCC.  
 

NOVEMBER 23: Thanksgiving Break– No Youth Force 
 

NOVEMBER 30: Beacon of Hope Trip-Fort Dodge  
This will be a unique opportunity to connect with the men’s homeless shelter in Fort Dodge. We will leave the 

church at 6:00 p.m. sharp. There will be a chapel service beginning at 7:00 p.m. I would estimate that we will be 
back at First Pres at 9:00 p.m. We do need adults to join us on this trip. Space will be limited.  
 
 

Christ’s Kids 
Scratch art is so very fun and unique. This month we had three different varieties and colors of crosses to 

decorate. Since this craft didn’t take all that long, we had the opportunity to dig out the bells and play a little 
ditty. At Long Term Care, we performed a special tune called, “This Little Light of Mine.” A special thank you is 
given to Beverly Hoyt and Kate Mikkelsen for providing the snack. A special thank you is given to Shirley  
Stapleton for helping with our group. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Christ’s Kids playing “This Little Light of Mine” 
at Long Term Care on November 12. 

Christ’s Kids creating their works of art 
to take as gifts to Long Term Care.  



Wendy Pittman 
Attends Ruling Elder Cohort Group  

 

Recently I attended the Ruling Elder Cohort group 
in Ackley, Iowa.  First of all, I must say that I LOVE TO 
LEARN- so this was an opportunity that I have been 
looking forward to. However, I must tell you that I am 
ALWAYS apprehensive when doing something new 
like this. I am apprehensive because what if I don’t fit 
in, what if I don’t have the right answers and feel stu-
pid, etc. And so, we were assigned groups in which 
we will be together for the next two years during our 
meeting times. This was a little weird at first, but I 
came to find out that my “partners” were pretty inter-
esting! I only wish I would have gotten their email ad-
dresses in order to correspond with them until we meet 
again in January!  

At any rate, the first session was about John Cal-
vin, clearing up myths and understanding how his min-
istry developed. As one person put it, “Joe Small can 
even make John Calvin interesting!” And interesting it 
was! Please know that this Ruling Elder Cohort is an 
opportunity to grow and it is open to all Ruling Elders. 
The goal is for people to join and continue on the jour-
ney together, but if you can only make it to one meet-
ing, that is fine too! 

The goal of the cohort, Ruling Elders who are- 

Scripturally broader & deeper 

Theologically deeper with a basic understanding of  

       the Book of Order, Confessions, Creeds  

Spiritual Formation-encouraged and resourced in the 

spiritual disciplines 

Leadership-Understanding the role of Ruling Elder,  

      learning how to support pastoral leadership and  

      when to challenge it 

Koinonia- Connecting with other Ruling Elders,  

      sharing best practices and supporting each other. 

 

Webb House Volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be thinking ahead. December is our month to 
chaperone the Webb House on Friday nights from 
7:00-9:00 p.m. Thanks for supporting a safe place for 
the youth in our community.  

 

 

 

Thank You! 
On behalf of the Webb House Committee, thanks for 

another generous donation. The Presbyterian Church is 
one of our best supporters. We also appreciate all the 
excellent chaperones that come from your church. . . and 
Wendy. She does so much to promote Webb House, your 
church and the city!!! 

Sincerely, 
Jim North 

 
 

 
 

Baptism 
    Haddie Louise Healy was born 
April 28, 2016 and was baptized 
by Pastor Gordon Moen during the 
worship service on Sunday, Octo-
ber 16, 2016. She is the daughter 
of Mike and Angie Healy. Her 
grandparents are Kurt and 
Rhonda Oathout. Many other fam-
ily members also attended her 
baptism. 

 

We welcome you, Haddie Louise, 

into the family of God. You are loved! 

 
 
 

GO. DO. LOVE. Without Knowing 
GO. DO. LOVE. Without Knowing is our new theme for 

our Stewardship Season and Financial Campaign. The 
theme is based on the Great Commission found at the end 
of Matthew. Jesus commands his disciples to Go and bap-
tize all nations…teach them everything that Jesus has 
taught them…Remember that Jesus will be with them to 
the end of the ages. That command is for us also. Our  
vision statement is “to invite others to faith, to grow more 
like Christ and to be sent to love, serve and follow Christ 
to the glory of God.” 

From October 30 through November 13 we will have 
a series of skits and sermons focusing each week on one 
of the three components GO. DO. LOVE. On November 
13 we will dedicate our estimate of giving cards for the 
year 2017. 

Please join us for this important time in our church as 
we continue to look towards 2017 which will mark 150  
years of the ministry of this congregation. Let’s make it a 
special year! 

Stewardship Team 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“May our lives and gentle spirit be evident to all that we are members of God's family.”  
―Lailah Gifty Akita, author 

 

Membership Celebration 2016 
The First Presbyterian Church Membership Celebration on October 16 was a time to "celebrate" one an-

other and our rich history together. A special thank you is given to Roger Olhausen for leading us in a time of 
questions in order to get to know each other and our unique church backgrounds better. We also learned a lot 
of First Presbyterian Church history from him. Members celebrating membership milestones were also recog-
nized. Thank you to the Deacons for decorating beautifully. Thanks to all who provided food from individuals to 
the Deacons and the Congregational Life Ministry Team. We appreciate you all! 
 

Five Years (2011) 
Glen Hoyt 
Beverly Hoyt 
Jim Rowles 
Joanne Rowles 
Teresa Green 
Tracy Hoodjer 
 

Ten Years (2006)  
JoAnn Comstock 
 

Fifteen Years (2001) 
Keith Vander Wilt 
 

Twenty Years (1996) 
None 
 

Twenty Five Years (1991) 
Jeanette Walker 
Billie Jo Hoskins 
Amy Youngblood 
 

Thirty Years (1986) 
Gary Danielson 
Shirley Danielson 
Gail Huffman 
Shirley Stapleton 
Beth Vander Wilt 
 

Thirty Five Years (1981) 
Alice Shriver 
Donna Carhill 
 

Forty Years (1976) 
George Hedges 
Steve Haupert 

Forty Five Years (1971) 
Warren Hoskins 
Roger Olhausen 
Rose Olhausen 
 

Fifty Years (1966) 
None 
 

Fifty Five Years (1961) 
None 
 

Sixty Years (1956) 
Judy McConkie  
Mary Dayton  
 

Sixty Five Years (1951) 
Marian Selene 
 

Seventy Five Years (1941)  
Longest Member of Our Church 
Marian Gibson Gulardo 
 
 
Other Over 50 Year Members 
Neva Eggimann (64 years – 1952) 
Doris Hance (59 years – 1957) 
Carol Zwicky (58 years – 1958) 
Vi Vaughn (54 years – 1962) 
Nancy Griffiths (54 years – 1962) 
Larry Thomsen (54 years – 1962) 
Pauline Duke (53 years – 1963) 



 

 
 
 

               Newly Elected  
         2017-2019 Officers 
 
 

Congratulations to the following individuals who were 
elected as officers for the years 2017-2019 at the con-
gregational meeting on October 23. Thank you for being 
willing to serve. 

 
Deacons: Elders: 
Pat Miller (2 yr) Galen Dayton (1 yr) 
Shirley Danielson (3 yr) LeAnn Monaghan (2 yr) 
Melinda Heater (3 yr) Cheryl Nailor (3 yr) 
Wayne Lautner (3 yr) 

 

Nominating Committee at Large Members 
for 2017 

 

Billie Jo Hoskins 
Bill Monroe 

Mike Mumma 
 

May God bless you all in your ministry among us! 
 
 

Pat, Shirley, Melinda and Wayne have been previ-
ously ordained as deacons and LeAnn has been previ-
ously ordained as an elder. Ordination for Galen and 
Cheryl and installation of all officers will be held during 
the worship service at a date to be announced. 

 

          Helping Hands 
 
 

*Thank you to Tom and Melinda Heater, Wayne 
Lautner and Wayne and Jean Taylor for installing 
our sanctuary cross on the south wall of the sanctuary 
and for directing the light on it. It looks very beautiful 
there! 
 

*Thank you to Wendy Pittman for bringing us God’s 
wonderful message on Sunday, October 9.  
 

*Thanks so much to Donna Carhill, Steve and Carla 
Haupert, Wayne Lautner, Bill and Martha Monroe, 
Roger Olhausen, Wayne and Jean Taylor and Larry 
Thomsen for helping the Youth Force members Brock 
Badger, Ben Bravard, Izzie Bravard, Sadie Reedy 
and Kylie Roach move furniture and tear out the 
carpet in the basement. Thanks to Larry for hauling it 
all away. 
 

*Thank you to Doug Monaghan and Kathi Florea 
chairs of the Stewardship Ministry Team for all 
their work during the church’s fall stewardship sea-
son.  
 

*Thanks to all those who help quietly behind the 
scenes and are not recognized by name.  We are 
a family - many hands and much love make for 
lighter work.  Know that you are appreciated! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heating Fund 
We so enjoy having a warm, comfortable, and 

more energy-efficient place to carry out the ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church. Our five year loan to 
Home State Bank has been paid in full as of October 
15, 2016! Thank you to all who pledged, to all those 
who fulfilled their commitments, and to those who 
gave extra or gave without having pledged. It’s an-
other accomplishment we can all feel good about! We 
hope the boilers will serve us well for many more 
years.  

Thank you to  
the 2016 Nominating Committee 

who has worked together to present a slate of offi-
cers for our church in the coming year. They spent 
many hours to fill many spots. Thanks for your hard 
work! 

Session 
Bill Monroe; Wayne Lautner 

Property and Finance Team 
Tom Heater 

Sunday School 
Wendy Pittman; Cheryl Nailor 

Deacon 
Roger Olhausen 

At Large 
Shirley Danielson; Pat Miller; Jack Pinckert 



 
 

Anniversaries 
Gary and Shirley Danielson 19 
Perry and Marilyn Parker 22 
Keith and Beth Vander Wilt 26 
 
 

Ushers 
Eldon and Peggy Cunningham 6 
Bill and Martha Monroe 
 

Glen and Cheryl Christensen 13 
Matt and Jess Christensen 
 

Brent and Jen Badger and Family 20 
 

Bruce and Amy Youngblood 27 
Perry and Marilyn Parker 
 
 

Nursery 
Jill Rasmussen 6 
Wendy Pittman 13 
Roxanne Gorsuch 20 
Jason and Cara Reedy 27 
 
 

Greeters 
Gary and Shirley Danielson 6 
Donna Carhill; Mignon Rasmussen 
 

Bill and Martha Monroe 13 
Leo Brooker; Sheryl McDonald 
 

Dick and Karen Pound 20 
Kathy Moen; Sheryl McDonald 
 

George Hedges 27 
Gail Huffman 
 
 

Coffee and Conversation 
Diane Gibson 6 
Donna Carhill 13 
Carla Haupert 20 
Wayne Lautner 27 
 
 

 
 

Thank you so much for donating all those yummy 
cookies to Regency Park. We appreciate it SO 
much! 

Thanks again! 
Amber, Activity Director 

 
 
 
Hoyt Monroe 2 
Jacob Simpson 2 
Billie Jo Hoskins 7 
Bryce Martin 9 
Bob Carhill 11 
Pastor Gordon Moen 16 
Kaycee Pittman 19 
Diane Kennedy 21 
Jenni Christensen 24 
Emily Vander Wilt 24 
Diane Gibson 25 
Ryan Carhill 26 
Millie Said 28 
 

Acolytes 
Ellie Badger 6 
Violet Reedy 13 
Maggie Mikkelsen 20 
Kaycee Pittman 27 

 
Financial Secretary for November 

Bill Monroe 
 
 

Lay Readers 
Gail Huffman 6 
Alan Scott 13 
Roger Olhausen 20 
Sydney Cruz 27 

 

November Deacon 
Kathy Hardaway is the deacon of the 

month of November in charge of rides to 
church.  Call her at 386-3556. 

Ushers Needed for 
Christmas Eve Service 

Four ushers are needed for the 
Christmas Eve candlelight communion ser-
vice. If you would be willing to serve in 
this way, please let Wendy Pittman know.   


